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In this opportunity the researcher states that there is no proposed work 
before which is same with this research to get bachelor degree in certain 
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Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow. The important 
thing is not to stop questioning. 
 (Albert Einstein) 
 
Let go of the past and go for the future. Go confidently in the direction of 
your dreams. Live the life you imagined.  
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The aim of this research is to analyze how the humanity and morality are 
expressed in the novel by using sociological approach. The objectives of the 
research are to analyze the novel based on the structural elements and to analyze 
the novel based on sociological approach. This research uses qualitative research. 
Data of the research are divided into two, primary data and secondary data. The 
primary data of the research is Little Women novel and secondary data of the 
research are other materials related to the study. The result of the study shows the 
following conclusion. Based on the analysis it shows that there is a close relation 
between the novel and the social reality in the second half of the nineteenth 
century. Louisa May Alcott wants to show that humanity and morality values are 
important in social life, because it can make the harmonious relation between one 
and the others. 
 























TABLE OF CONTENT 
 
TITTLE ................................................................................................................... i 
APPROVAL .......................................................................................................... ii 
ACCEPTANCE .................................................................................................... iii 
TESTIMONY ....................................................................................................... iv 
MOTTO .................................................................................................................. v 
DEDICATION ...................................................................................................... vi 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT .................................................................................. vii 
SUMMARY .......................................................................................................... ix 
TABLE OF CONTENTS ....................................................................................... x 
CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION 
A. Background of the Study .......................................................... 1 
B. Literature Review ..................................................................... 5 
C. Problem Statement .................................................................... 9 
D. Limitation of the Study ............................................................. 9 
E. Objectives of the study ............................................................. 9 
F. Benefits of the Study ................................................................ 9 
G. Research Method .................................................................... 10 
H. Paper Organization ................................................................. 12 
CHAPTER II: UNDERLYING THEORY 
A. Sociological Approach ........................................................... 13 
xi 
 
1. Notion of Sociology of literature ...................................... 13 
2. Major Principles of Sociology of literature ...................... 14 
B. Humanity and Morality .......................................................... 17 
1. Notion of Humanity .......................................................... 17 
2. Notion of Morality ............................................................ 17 
3. Approaches to the Study of Morality ............................... 18 
C. Structural Elements of the Novel............................................ 19 
1. Character and Characterization ........................................ 19 
2. Setting ............................................................................... 19 
3. Plot .................................................................................... 20 
4. Point of View .................................................................... 21 
5. Theme ............................................................................... 22 
6. Style .................................................................................. 22 
D. Theoretical Application .......................................................... 22 
CHAPTER III: SOCIAL BACKGROUND OF AMERICAN SOCIETY IN 
THE SECOND HALF OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 
A. Social aspect ........................................................................... 24 
B. Political aspect ........................................................................ 27 
C. Economic aspect ..................................................................... 29 
D. Science and Technology aspect .............................................. 31 
E. Religious aspect ...................................................................... 33 
F. Cultural aspect ........................................................................ 34 
xii 
 
CHAPTER IV: STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS 
A. Structural Elements of the Novel ............................................. 37 
1. Character and Characterization .......................................... 37 
a. Major Character ........................................................... 37 
b. Minor Character ........................................................... 44 
2. Setting ................................................................................ 55 
a. Setting of Place ............................................................ 55 
b. Setting of Time ............................................................. 56 
3. Plot ..................................................................................... 57 
a. Plot Structure ................................................................ 57 
b. Causality ....................................................................... 59 
c. Plausibility ................................................................... 59 
4. Point of View ..................................................................... 60 
5. Style ................................................................................... 61 
a. Grammatical Structure ................................................. 61 
b. Sentence Construction .................................................. 62 
c. Diction .......................................................................... 63 
d. Figurative Language..................................................... 63 
6. Theme ................................................................................. 66 
B. Discussion ................................................................................ 67 
CHAPTER V: SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY ANALYSIS 
A. Sociological Analysis ............................................................... 69 
1 Social aspect ....................................................................... 69 
xiii 
 
2 Economic aspect................................................................. 71 
3 Political aspect ................................................................... 73 
4 Cultural aspect .................................................................... 75 
5 Religious aspect ................................................................. 77 
6 Science and Technology aspect ......................................... 79 
B. Discussion ................................................................................ 80 
CHAPTER VI: CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
A. Conclusion ................................................................................. 85 
B. Suggestion ................................................................................. 86 
C. Pedagogical Implication ............................................................ 86 
BIBLIOGRAPHY ................................................................................................ 88 
VIRTUAL REFERENCE .................................................................................... 89 
APPENDIX ........................................................................................................... 91 
 
 
